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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant's amendment filed July 6, 2004 has been fully considered by the 
Examiner but is not deemed persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the Examiner has provided an "improper double-counting of 
elements to support the rejection" by relying on the connector 22a to teach both the 
loading chamber and the connecting device. 

In response, as currently amended the connection device is an electrical 
connection. Examiner notes that the disclosure of the Maeda reference indicates that the 
connecting portion 22a is a mechanical and electrical connector. As such, the electrical 
connecting portions of the connector 22a are the claimed electrical connection device 
provided in the loading chamber, namely in the connector 22a. Further, the mechanical 
connecting portions of the connector 22a and the surface of the connector 22a shown in 
Fig. 3 1 are the claimed loading chamber. 

Examiner notes that should applicant claim that the loading chamber was within 
the printer section it would appear to overcome the Maeda reference. Examiner notes 
that Maeda does discloses a loading chamber 25b shown in Fig. 34 within the printer 
section, however, does not disclose that the loading chamber 25b shown in Fig. 34 has 
the claimed electrical connection device. Examiner notes that the loading chamber 25a, 
for connecting to the camera is not within the printing section, but rather is on the surface 
of the printing section. 

Applicant argues that claim 1 limits that the connection device is separately 
provided from the loading chamber. 
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In response, Examiner respectfully disagrees. Claim 1 explicitly limits that the 
electrical connection device be "provided in the loading chamber". As such, the 
connection device and the loading chamber are not separately provided. Examiner 
further notes Fig. 7 of the instant invention wherein it is clearly illustrated that the 
connection device and the loading chamber are integrally provided. Examiner notes that 
as shown in Fig. 3 1 the electrical contacts, or electrical connection device, are in the 
groove of the loading chamber 22a and as such are provided in the loading chamber. 

Applicant argues that claim 8 specifies that the materials are loaded into the 
loading chamber and that to the extent that a recording medium may be placed inside a 
printer, the medium is not loaded in the chamber. 

In response, Examiner notes that claim 8 limits that the recording materials are 
loaded as a package or cartridge in the loading chamber. Examiner notes that the 
recording materials of Maeda are loaded as a package or cartridge, namely they are 
loaded as part of the package comprising the printer, wherein the package is connected in 
the loading chamber. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 15 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

In regards to claim 15, the prior art of record does not disclose nor fairly suggest 
an electronic still camera as claimed in claim 1 wherein the camera section and printer 
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are integrally formed and accommodated in a common housing. Examiner notes that 
while the camera and printer sections disclosed by Maeda are integrally formed they are 
not accommodated in a common housing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 8/1, and 1 1-14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by (USPN 5,606,420 to Maeda et al.). 

In regai'ds to claim 1 Maeda et al., herein Maeda, discloses an electronic still 
camera comprising a camera section for picking up electronic images of subjects though 
an image sensor and memorizing digital image data of the electronic images, an a printer 
section for recording images on recording materials on the basis of the digital image data, 
characterized by comprising: 

a main power source for supplying the camera section and the printer section 
(e.g., element 109 of Fig. 1; column 8, lines 26-34); 

a loading chamber for holding the recording materials in a position for allowing 
the printing section to print on the recording materials (e.g., element 22a of Figs. 3 1-38 
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wherein a printer may be electrically and mechanically connected, wherein the recording 
materials are held in the printer; column 31, lines 4-10); and 

a connection device provided in the loading chamber, for connecting the 
electronic still camera to an extending device that may be loaded in the loading chamber 
in place of the recording materials, for extending a particular function of the electronic 
still camera (e.g., Figs. 31-38 wherein elements 23 and 24 are a TV reproduction unit and 
a display unit respectively and are electrically and mechanically attached to camera 22 
through connecting chamber 22a. These extending devices extend the displaying 
function of the electronic still camera; column 30, line 61 - column 31, line 54). 

In regards to claim 8/1 note that all of the elements are attachable/detachable to 
the camera. 

In regards to claim 1 1 note that the printer is a thermal printer (e.g., Figs. 6-8). 
In regards to claim 12 see Examiners notes on the rejections above. Note the 

modularity of the Maeda reference- 
In regards to claim 13 see Examiners notes on the rejections above. Note that the 

common physical space is the space adjacent to the camera connected to the connector 

22a. 

In regards to claim 14 see Examiners notes on the rejections above. Note the 
modularity of the Maeda reference. 

In regards to claim 16 Maeda discloses the camera according to claim 1, wherein 
the loading chamber accommodates physical dimensions of the recording materials (e.g., 
the loading chamber accommodates the physical dimensions of the printer wherein the 
printer accommodate the physical dimensions of the recording materials. As such, the 
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loading chamber accommodates the physical dimensions of the recording materials) 
within boundary surfaces of the loading chamber (e.g., Examiner notes that the 
circumference of the loading chamber are boundary surfaces, and as such, since the 
printer is within the circumference of the loading chamber then the recording materials 
are within the circumference of the loading chamber and as such are within boundary 
surfaces of the loading chamber). 


Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 


Claims 2, 3, 4/2, 4/3, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over (USPN 5,606,420 to Maeda et al.) in view of (USPN 5,23 1 ,5 1 1 to 
Kodama et al.). 
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In regards to claim 2 Maeda does not disclose nor preclude having a 
supplementary power source additionally attachable to the camera. It is known in the art 
to provide a supplementary power source to a camera through attachment as taught by 
Kodama et al, herein Kodama. Kodama discloses attaching a player device that is used to 
both supply power to the camera and to recharge the camera battery (e.g., column 6, lines 
37-41; 56-60; column 7, line 62 - column 8, line 10; column 8, lines 50-62; column 9, 
lines 3-29). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have included the above features to Maeda' s TV reproduction 
unit 23 in order to further extend the battery life of the camera. 

In regards to claim 3 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claim 2. 

In regards to claims 4/2 and 4/3 see Examiners notes on the rejections above. 
Note that in Fig. 3 of Kodama, the player can be loaded with a rechargeable battery pack 
35 which contains one or more batteries (column 6, lines 19-25). 

In regards to claim 6 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 2. 

Claims 5, 7, and 8/7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over (USPN 5,606,420 to Maeda et al.). 

In regards to claims 5 and 7, Maeda discloses a thermal printer. Maeda does not 
disclose the limitations of claims 5 and 7 as in an ink jet printer or printing using self- 
developing film respectively. Examiner notes that one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made would recognize to have used a ink jet printer or self- 
developing film instead since in the combined camera and printer art it is equivalent to 
print a photograph using a thermal printer and print a photograph using an ink jet printer 
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or self developing film. Official Notice is taken. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have selected of any of these 
known equivalents since it would be within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 
In regards to claim 8/7 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claim 8/ 1 . 

Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
(USPN 5,606,420 to Maeda et al.) in view of (USPN 5,635,983 to Ohmori). 

In regards to claim 9 Maeda does not disclose nor preclude having a memory 
medium for an extending device. Examiner notes that Maeda does disclose a memory 
card ,1 12 depicted in Figs. 3 1 , 35, and 37. Ohmori discloses to connect a hard disk as an 
auxiliary unit to a camera in order to provide a compact way to hugely increase the 
number of images that can be recorded (column 1, lines 46-56). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have added 
a modular component to Maeda' s invention comprising a hard disk in order to provide a 
compact way to hugely increase the number of images that can be recorded. 

In regards to claim 10 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claim 9. 

Conclusion 

TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. AppHcant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy.as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a)- 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian C. Genco who can be reached by phone at 703-305- 
7881 or by fax at 703-746-8325. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru 
Friday 8:30am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number is 
703-308-4357. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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